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international counterparts with rescue
and recovery efforts. In the face of tre-
mendous tragedy, they ran into danger.
They are heroes. They worked tire-
lessly and relentlessly to make sure
that the needs of the community were
met. We can never thank them enough
for their bravery and determination.

The Israeli delegation succeeded in
alleviating suffering and demonstrated
what the Jewish state can mean to peo-
ple thousands of miles away during the
worst moment of their lives. The trag-
edy in Surfside shows the strength of
the connection between American Jews
and the Jewish state and that Israel is
a great ally and friend to the United
States. Ann and I continue to pray for
the Surfside community, our Jewish
community, the families and loved
ones of the lost, and all of those who
worked tirelessly to serve the Surfside
community.

RECOGNIZING MEXICO’S GO TEAM
OF CADENA INTERNATIONAL

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I rise today to honor the bravery and
selfless service of the first responders
who responded to horrific tragedy in
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021, when the
Champlain Towers South condo build-
ing suddenly collapsed in the middle of
the night.

We are incredibly grateful to Mexico
for sending its search and rescue spe-
cialists to aid in the response, includ-
ing the ‘“Go Team’ of Cadena Inter-
national, a Jewish nonprofit which has
responded to more than 1,000 natural
disasters and humanitarian crises since
2005. The Mexico-based team worked
tirelessly in Surfside with search, res-
cue, and recovery efforts. We cannot
thank them enough for their willing-
ness to risk their lives for others in
this incredibly dangerous work. They
are heroes. Their commitment and
willingness to serve will never be for-
gotten.

In the face of tremendous loss, the
Cadena International team heeded the
call to action, and for that, we will be
eternally grateful. We are incredibly
grateful to these heroes and their fami-
lies for their bravery and determina-
tion in the face of this terrible tragedy.
Ann and I continue to pray for the
Surfside community, our Jewish com-
munity, the families and loved ones of
the lost, and all of those who worked
tirelessly to serve the Surfside commu-
nity.

————

RECOGNIZING OUT-OF-STATE
URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
TASK FORCES

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I rise today to honor the bravery and
selfless service of the individuals who
responded to the building collapse in
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021.

I want to thank the out-of-State
Urban Search and Rescue—USAR—
teams from Virginia, Indiana, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and emer-
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gency specialists from California for
responding when the Champlain Tow-
ers South condo building in Surfside,
FL, suddenly collapsed in the middle of
the night. They swiftly heeded the call
of duty to provide search, rescue, and
recovery efforts following the collapse.
In the face of tremendous tragedy, they
ran into danger. They are heroes.

More than 440 USAR members from
New Jersey, Ohio, Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania, and Indiana were on the ground
in Surfside to help supplement the
search and rescue efforts. Florida is
grateful for the outpouring of support
from our fellow Americans. We are
grateful for the task force teams that
came from all over the country, trav-
eling thousands of miles to work along-
side local, State, Federal, and inter-
national counterparts in the relentless
search for survivors. Their presence
and efforts brought great comfort to
the community and helped provide clo-
sure to the families of the victims.

Rescue crews worked tirelessly fol-
lowing the collapse, even when smoke
and heat from a fire inside the build-
ing’s standing portion hampered their
efforts. They persisted when the tem-
peratures escalated so much that some
needed IVs to replenish fluids. They
continued on when Tropical Storm
Elsa passed nearby and dumped tor-
rential rain. They left the pile only
when they absolutely had to. They left
their families back home and put it all
on the line for the Surfside commu-
nity. They braved conditions that the
likes of us couldn’t ever imagine.

I also want to thank the search and
rescue dogs for their hard work to sup-
port search, rescue and recovery ef-
forts. We cannot thank these brave
men, women, and canine units enough.
They are heroes who stepped up to
serve the community in the wake of
unprecedented and unimaginable dis-
aster. Not only did they help lead the
search, rescue, and recovery operation,
they provided endless care and compas-
sion to the families of Surfside and did
everything they could to bring closure
to those who lost loved ones.

We are incredibly grateful to these
heroes and their families for their
bravery, self-sacrifice, and determina-
tion in the face of this terrible tragedy.
Ann and I are praying for the Surfside
community, our Jewish community,
the families and loved ones of the lost,
and all of those who worked tirelessly
to serve the Surfside community.

RECOGNIZING THE MIAMI-DADE
FIRE RESCUE

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I rise today to honor the bravery and
selfless service of the individuals who
responded to the building collapse in
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021.

I want to thank Miami-Dade Fire
Rescue for swiftly heeding the call of
duty to provide search, rescue, and re-
covery efforts following the collapse.
In the face of tremendous tragedy, they
ran into danger. They are heroes.

August 10, 2021

Miami-Dade Fire Rescue responded
within minutes of the collapse, and
their rapid response saved lives. They
worked around the clock, and they
were tireless in their pursuit to try and
find survivors. These first responders
braved extremely dangerous conditions
to find those missing and to bring com-
fort and closure to the families of the
victims.

Many of these responders had friends
or family lost in the collapse; yet they
still answered the call. Miami-Dade
Fire Rescue never quit, even when
smoke and heat from a fire inside the
building’s standing portion hampered
their efforts. They persisted when the
temperatures escalated so much that
some needed IVs to replenish fluids.
They continued on when Tropical
Storm Elsa passed nearby and dumped
torrential rain. They left their families
and faced dangerous and life-threat-
ening conditions, and they never gave
up hope. Their work to recover victims
gave closure to so many families, and I
am so proud of these Florida heroes.

Not only did they help lead the
search, rescue, and recovery operation,
they also provided endless care and
compassion to the families of Surfside
and did everything they could to bring
closure to those who lost loved ones.

I also want to thank the search and
rescue dogs that helped this mission,
along with the therapy dogs from
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue, who worked
in shifts to provide relief and comfort
to the victims and to their loved ones.

We can never thank them and their
families enough for their bravery, self-
sacrifice, and determination in the face
of this terrible tragedy. Ann and I are
praying for the Surfside community,
our Jewish community, the families
and loved ones of the lost, and all of
those who worked tirelessly to serve
the Surfside community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE MIAMI-DADE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I rise today to honor the bravery and
selfless service of the individuals who
responded to the building collapse in
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021.

I want to thank the Miami-Dade Po-
lice Department—MDPD—for respond-
ing when the Champlain Towers South
condo building in Surfside, FL, sud-
denly collapsed in the middle of the
night. In the face of tremendous trag-
edy, they ran into danger. They are he-
roes.

The MDPD responded within minutes
of the collapse and their rapid response
saved lives. These brave men and
women worked around the clock to
support search and rescue efforts and
provide protection and comfort to the

entire Surfside community. They
worked tirelessly, and they never gave
up hope.

We are grateful for the MDPD’s ef-
forts to lead the investigation into the
collapse and the challenging work of
sifting through millions of pounds of
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